April 2021 Newsletter
Announcing our first
spring seedling sale!

Gardening classes start
next week!

Save the Dates - May 8th & May 22nd

Enroll today in our Virtual Gardening
Class!

Our first seedlings have already sprouted
in the greenhouse and we are looking
forward to sending them home with YOU!
We have selected our favorite varieties of
vegetables, flowers, and herbs to jump
start your garden.
The sale will be held May 8th & May 22nd
on the Needham History Center’s front
lawn from 10am-3PM or whenever all the
seedlings have found homes.

Thursday night Virtual Beginner Class
starting on April 15th, 7-8PM on Zoom.
Full scholarships for our gardening classes
are available. If you are interested in a
scholarship,
please
email
lperkus@needhamfarm.org.

Cool weather seedlings on sale May 8th
will include packs of bok choy, mixed Asian
greens, kales, chard, mixed lettuces, and
mixed herbs. On May 22nd, everybody’s
favorite warm weather seedlings will be
offered including heirloom and cherry
tomatoes, hot and sweet peppers, Italian
and Asian style eggplants, basil, herbs and
an array of flowers. Check out our website
for a list of seedling varieties and pricing.
We need volunteers to help make this
event successful. Please volunteer for a
date and time through Sign Up Genius.
All COVID-19 related requirements and
advisories will be enforced, so please wear
your mask and observe social distancing.

Welcoming volunteers
back to the Farm!

Join us in welcoming our
new Assistant Farm
Manager, Ceilidh PedenSpear!

We've had a few ad hoc sessions, but are
starting weekly Saturday morning volunteer
sessions for April and May. Reserve your spot
through Sign Up Genius. We are also
planning daily afternoon work sessions for the
week of spring break. NOTE: Because of
social distancing requirements, we have to
limit volunteer sessions to 10 people. You
must sign up to attend - no drop ins.
If you want to be notified of new volunteer
opportunities by email, please complete this
form. If you have a community, faith based, or
corporate group looking for a group volunteer
opportunity,
please
email
lperkus@needhamfarm.org.

2021 Produce CSA
shares are Sold Out!
Growing up in northern Vermont,
Ceilidh (they/them),pronounced Kay-lee,
developed a love for being outside and a
passion for sharing the outdoors with
others. Over the years they have gained
experience working on a variety of farms
and homesteads. Everything from dairy
cows and goats, to chickens, to
blueberries and apples, but they always
return to small scale farms and the joys of
sharing produce with others. When not
farming, you can find Ceilidh participating
in regional and local activism, going for a
hike, preserving the harvest, or listening to
good music while cooking tasty food.

Spring is here!
Update from Farm

A big thank you to everyone that signed up
for their share of the harvest. We couldn't
do any of our work without your support.

Thank you to our
2021 Food Donation
Program Sponsors:
Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital,
Needham
Brookline Bank
Cambridge Trust
Copley Motorcars
Dedham Savings
Direct Federal
Eastern Bank
Middlesex Savings Bank
Needham Bank

Manager, Liz Perkus
With longer days and nicer weather, I've been
slowly shifting from planning to doing. The
Charles River Center has generously shared
their greenhouse space with us again this
year, and I've been busy starting seedlings in
the greenhouse for the farm, garden class,
and our first ever seedling sale. Watering
them daily and watching them grow is a real
spring joy for me. Truly amazing to look at
these seeds and think that in just a few
months they'll transform into food for our
Mobile Market, CSA, and the Needham
Community Council food pantry.
With all this sunshine and warmth, the plants
on the farm are waking up! Strawberries,
garlic, and perennial herbs that have been
sitting dormant in the soil over winter are
putting out new shoots and leaves in electric
spring green. We've planted snap pea seeds
on the farm, and are hard at work preparing
beds for onions, leeks, kale, and lettuce
seedlings that will be planted in mid April.
A less glamorous part of spring farm work is
perennial spring cleaning. New Assistant
Manager, Ceilidh, and I have spent many of
their first days on the farm sorting and
organizing supplies to make the season run
more smoothly. Are you doing some spring
cleaning at home? Check out our wishlist to
see if any of your old stuff could find new life
on the farm. See you on the farm!

Needham Women's Club
Roche Brothers
The Village Bank
Whole Foods Market

Join the Needham Lunch Equity Project by
donating money you are saving on school
lunches to feed our food-insecure
neighbors.
The Needham Public Schools have been
distributing free grab-and-go lunches to all
students regardless of need during the
Covid-19 pandemic. These lunches
provide food for children and jobs for
nutritional service staff. If you are able,
we're asking you to join us in feeding it
forward.
How It Works

Equal Justice in Needham for Families is
proud to partner with the Needham
Community Council and the Needham
Community Farm. Both organizations
provide fresh produce and sustaining
staples safely and respectfully to our food
insecure neighbors. Our project funds their
food donation efforts, splitting the
proceeds
evenly
across
the
two
organizations.
Feed it Forward Today!

Needham Community Farm
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